IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A flashlight for uniformly illuminating an object to be 
viewed, comprising: 

a light source; 

a light homogenizer arranged to receive light from the light source at an input face 
and adapted to output uniformized light at an output fac e, wherein the light homogenizer 
includes i) a light pipe or ii) one or more lens arrays ; and 

an imaging lens arranged adjacent the output face and at an output end of the 
flashlight to create a flashlight beam that forms an image of the output face at a distance 
from the output end of the flashlight so as to uniformly illuminate the object when the 
object is located at said distance. 

2. (Previously Presented) The flashlight of claim 1, further comprising: 

a reflector adapted to reflect light from the light source towards the input end of 
the light homogenizer. 

3. (Previously Presented) The flashlight of claim 2, wherein the reflector is an 
elliptical reflector. 

4. (Previously Presented) The flashlight of claim 1, wherein the light source is one 
selected from the group of light sources comprising: a conventional flashlight bulb, a 
light emitting diode, a laser, and an arc lamp. 

5. (Previously Presented) The flashlight of claim 1 , further including one or more 
batteries connected to the light source to power the light source. 

6. (Previously Presented ) The flashlight of claim 5, further including a hand-held 
housing that houses the light source, the light homogenizer, the imaging lens and the one 
or more batteries. 

7. (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim 1 , wherein imaging lens is 
adjustable relative to the output face to adjust the distance at which the uniform [image] 
illumination is formed. 


5 


8. (Previously Presented) The flashlight of claim 1, further comprising* 
a light modifying component arranged at the output face of the light 

homogenizes 

9. (Previously Presented) The flashlight of claim 8, wherein the light modifying 
component is a mask. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The flashlight of claim 8, wherein the light modifying 
component is a film. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim [ 1 2] I, wherein the input face has a 
smaller area than the output face. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim [ 1 2] I , wherein the input face and 
the output face have substantially the same area. 

16. (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim [12] I, further comprising a 
diffuser. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

1 9; (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim [ 1 2] , wherein the light homoeenizer 
is a hollow light pipe [is hollow]. 

20. (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim [12], wherein the light 
homogenizer is a solid light pipe [is solid]. 
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2 1 . (Previously Presented) The flashlight of claim 20, wherein the solid light pipe is 
a circular rod of glass. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim [23] 1, wherein the light 
homogenizer is a lens array that includes [included] lenslets. 

25. (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim [23] 1, wherein the light 
homogenizer comprises two lens arrays [that includes at least two lens arrays] each 
having lenslets. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method of forming a flashlight beam to uniformly 
[illuminating] illuminate an object at a [select] selectable distance from the flashlight 
comprising: 

generating light from a light source; 

homogenizing the light bv passing the light through a light homogenizer that 
includes [with a light homogenizer having an output face] i) a light tunnel or ii) one or 
more lens arrays : 

receiving the homogenized light from [the] an output face of the light 
homogenizer with an imaging lens; and 

using the imaging lens, focusing the received light as a flashlight beam to form a 
uniform image at the object. 

27. : (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26, including adjusting the imaging 
lens to adjust the [select] selectable distance from the flashlight at which the uniform 
image is formed. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, further comprising powering the 
light source with a battery. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the uniform image has a 
boundary, and further comprising shaping the boundary by modifying the homogenized 
light exiting the homogenizer. 
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30 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, further comprising altering the 
light image exiting the output face to produce an image. 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended) A flashlight that creates uniform illumination at a [select] 
selectable distance from the flashlight, comprising: 

a light source connected to one or more batteries for powering the light source; 

a light homogenizer optically coupled to the light source and adapted to 
[uniformized] uniformize light from the light source and output uniformized light at an 
output fac e, wherein the light homogenizer is one selected from the group of light 
homogenizers comprising: (a) a light pipe, (b) a single lens array having two or more 
lenslets. and (c) a double lens array wherein each lens array in the double lens array 
includes two or more lenslets ; 

an imaging lens adapted to receive the uniformized light and create a flashlight 
beam that forms an image of the output face at the [select] selectable distance; and 

a hand-held housing that houses the light source, the one or more batteries, the 
light homogenizer, and the imaging lens. 

35. (Currently Amended) The flashlight of claim 34, wherein the imaging lens is 
adjustable to adjust the flashlight beam in order to change the [select] selectable distance 
of th e imago of the output faoo form e d by the flashlight boom relative to tho flashlight . 

36. (canceled) 
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